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Memorandum

To:     Kansas Beer and Cereal Malt Beverage Retailers

From: Robert Longino, Director

Subj: Beer and Cereal Malt Beverage Keg Registration Act

The Kansas Legislature recently passed, and Governor Graves signed into law, the “Beer and
Cereal Malt Beverage Keg Registration Act.”   This Act was the result of many organizations
working together with the legislature to create a program that balanced numerous points of view.
The ultimate objective is to reduce access to large quantities of beer or CMB by minors.

Retailers of beer and cereal malt beverage kegs, or any containers of 4 or more gallons, will be
key to the implementation and success of this Act.  The Kansas Legislature envisioned a
statewide program to discourage individuals from illegally providing kegs to underage
individuals.  With retailer participation and cooperation, the Division of ABC hopes to
implement a program that is straightforward and effective.

No doubt many retailers have questions and concerns about the implementation of this program.
The attachments to this memorandum provide information and instructions on this new law and
copies of forms that will be required.  Please review the attached documents and start making
preparations to implement this process by July 1, 2002.  If you have any questions or need
additional assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us at (785) 296-7015.

Thanks in advance for your cooperation and assistance in implementing this program.

Sincerely,

R.G. Longino

Attachments
Instructions
Keg Registration Form (ABC 170)
Keg Tag Order Form  (ABC 171)
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ABC Notice – Beer and Cereal Malt Beverage Keg Registration Act Instructions

Pending promulgation of formal administrative rules and regulations, this Notice provides information
and instructions on the keg registration process.

Applicability of the Act

As of July 1, 2002, all retail sales of beer or CMB in a container having a liquid capacity of four or more
gallons must have affixed a state issued tag.  This means all retail liquor stores, CMB retailers, and
microbreweries that sell beer or CMB in containers of four or more gallons to individual
consumers, must comply with this new law.   Tags DO NOT NEED TO BE AFFIXED to kegs and keg
registration forms do not need to be completed on kegs sold to clubs, drinking establishments, hotel
drinking establishments or caterers.

The Beer and Cereal Malt Beverage Keg Registration Act will nullify any local ordinances or resolutions
that require registration of kegs and that remain in effect as of July 1, 2002, when the Act takes effect.
Retailers need only comply with the requirements of this Act.  Furthermore, use of tags or forms required
by any such local provisions will NOT constitute compliance with this Act.

Tags

The tags required to be affixed on kegs will be provided at no cost to all beer and CMB retailers by the
Kansas Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC).  Orders will be made on forms provided by the
Division.  The Keg Tag Order Form is attached to this notice.  Copies may be made and the form is found
on the Division’s website (www.ksrevenue.org/abc).

Keg Registration Form

As well as affixing a tag to each keg, a Keg Registration Form must also be completed on each purchase
of kegs.  For individual purchasers of more than one keg, only one form needs to be completed so long as
all kegs have tags attached and all registration numbers are on the form.  A copy of the Keg Registration
Form is also attached to this Notice.  Additional copies of the form may be made by licensees as needed.
This form is also found on the Division’s website (www.ksrevenue.org/abc).  Administrative penalties for
failure to affix a tag or follow the requirements of the act shall be the same as the current penalty structure
under the liquor control act.  Such penalties may include a fine up to $1,000 and/or license suspension or
revocation.

Retailers must retain the Keg Registration Form until the keg/container is returned with the tag affixed or
the expiration of six months since the keg was sold, whichever occurs first.  Once a keg has been returned
with the tag still affixed, the Keg Registration Form may be given to the purchaser or destroyed.  If a keg
is returned without a tag affixed, you will need to retain the registration form for six months from the date
of sale pending any potential investigative activity.  After six months from the date
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of sale, the form is to be destroyed.  Finally, if a keg is never returned, the form must be retained for six
months from the date of sale and then destroyed.

Access to Keg Registration Forms

Keg Registration Forms are to be made available to any law enforcement officer for the purpose of
investigating violations of laws prohibiting the furnishing to or possession or consumption of beer or
CMB by persons under the age of 21.  Such investigations must involve containers required to be
registered under this act.  If a law enforcement officer or agency has reasonable suspicion that a retailer
sold a container involved in an investigation, the registration forms required by this act must be made
available for inspection by the law enforcement officer or agency during the normal business hours of the
retailer.

Such records are only to be available for inspection or use in investigations of violations of this act,
K.S.A. 21-3610 (Furnishing Alcoholic Liquor or CMB to Minors) or K.S.A. 41-727 (Purchase or
Consumption of Alcoholic Beverages by Minors).  Additionally, these records are not to be sold,
distributed or otherwise released to any person other than an agent of the retailer or to a law enforcement
agency.

Violations of the Act

It will be unlawful to possess an untagged keg or to remove or alter a tag.  The penalty for this Class B
misdemeanor is a minimum fine of $200 and potential confinement of up to 6 months.

It will be unlawful for beer or CMB retailers to sell untagged kegs to individual consumers, with
administrative violations resulting in fines up to $1000 and/or license revocation.  Failure to follow
established keg registration procedures may also result in administrative action being taken against the
licensee.

Untagged kegs may be confiscated as contraband by law enforcement officials.

Ordering Keg Tags

To order keg registration tags, fill out a Keg Tag Order Form and submit to the ABC at the address or fax
number specified below.  Please only request the number of tags you reasonably believe you will need for
one year.  You will be able to reorder additional tags later.

Additionally, if the address to which you want the tags mailed is different from the licensed premise
address, be sure to complete the mailing address portion of the form.  Order forms should be mailed to:

Kansas Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control
Attn:  Keg Registration Tags
915 SW Harrison St.

                           Topeka, KS  66625-3512

 Requests may also be faxed to (785) 296-7185

Completing Keg Registration Forms

When an individual purchases a keg, the Keg Registration Form must be filled out in its entirety.  The
form is fairly self-explanatory, but the following is provided to assist retailers in completing the form.
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• Date of Sale – date the keg is purchased
• Name of Retailer selling the keg
• Name – name of purchaser
• Date of Birth – of purchaser
• Address and City/State – address of purchaser
• Identifying # - number on purchaser’s official identifying document (identification must contain a

photo and signature of the purchaser.  An example would be a current driver’s license, state issued ID
card, military ID, passport, etc.)

• Signature – verify that the signature on the form matches the signature on the identification shown.
• Affix the 1” perforated portion of the tag with the keg tag number to the form in the space allotted

toward the right corner of the form.
• Remove the backing of the tag, loop the tag through the keg handle and stick ends together using the

adhesive on the back of the tag.

Effective Date of Act and Early Tagging

This Act is effective on July 1, 2002.  There is no grace period identified in the Act allowing kegs
purchased prior to July 1st and returned on or after July 1st to be exempted from the provisions of the Act.
The Division of ABC recommends local authorities allow a few days (not to exceed 4 days) of grace time
for kegs purchased prior to the implementation of the Act to be returned after implementation.   In order
for a grace period to work, retailers would need to provide keg purchasers with a dated receipt including
sufficient information to validate the purchase.

The Division also recommends retailers provide their customers with the opportunity to have the keg(s)
tagged and a form completed for purchases prior to July 1st, when both parties know the keg will not be
returned until July 1st or later.   There is no requirement to tag kegs earlier than July 1st, however, doing so
will prevent the customer from potentially being cited or having the keg confiscated for being in a
customer’s possession without a tag.

Availability of Tags

Retailers are encouraged to order tags as soon as possible.   Tags will be mailed upon their receipt at ABC
from the manufacturer.  Our intention is to have them in the mail by June 14th for all orders received by
that date.

If you have any additional questions, please feel free to call ABC at (785) 296-7015 for clarification.

Attachments
Keg Registration Form (ABC 170)
Keg Tag Order Form  (ABC 171)


